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MINUTES 
TOWN OF EDGEWOOD 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
MARCH 10, 2021 @ 6:30 P.M. 

TOWN OF EDGEWOOD COUNCIL CHAMBERS -171A State Rd. 344 

CALL TO ORDER. 
Mayor Pro Tem John Abrams called the meeting to order at 6:30p.m. 
Councilors Present: Audrey Jaramillo, Sheny Abraham, Linda Holle, and John Abrams. 
Also Present: Clerk/Treasure r Juan Torres, Attorney Jessica N ixon, Police Chief Darrell Sanchez, and Secretary Rachel 
Martinez. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 

I. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION: Councilor Abrams made the motion to approve the agenda. Councilor Holle seconded the motion. 

MOTION: Councilor Jaramillo made the motion to add introductions of who is online and move 
Public Comment before Action Items. Councilor Abraham seconded the motion. 

VOTE: Councilor Jaramillo voted aye. Counc ilor Abraham voted aye . Councilor Holle voted 
nay. Councilor Abrams voted nay. The motion died for lack of maj ority. 

VOTE: Counci lor Jaramillo voted aye. Councilor Abraham voted aye. Councilor Holle voted aye. 
Councilor Abrams voted aye. The motion carried. 

II. ACTION ITEMS 
III. A. Discussion, Consideration, and Action on Mayor Pro Tem, John Abrams' Appointment of Councilor for the 

vacant position on the Town Council pursuant to the District Court's fina l Writ of Mandamus issued on March 5, 
202 1. 

MOTION: Councilor Abrams made the motion to appoint G lenn Fe lton to the Town Council of the Town of 
Edgewood. Counc ilor Holle seconded the motion. 

Councilor Abraham asked if Councilor Abrams will continue to be Mayor Pro Tern with this appointment, or if he 
will be the Mayor. 

Councilor Abrams stated Mayor. 

Councilor Abraham stated she believes this is a violation of OMA since there was no names provided beforehand 
to Counc il o r to the public. 

Attorney Jessica Nixon stated the Open Meeting Act provides a remedy p rocedure if necessary . In terms of who 
will be appo inting the position, the appointment is solely by Mayor Pro T em John Abrams based on the Court 
O rder. 

Councilor Jaramillo stated she also had questions in which she emailed and never received a response. 

Attorney Jessica Nixon stated she saw Counc ilor Jaramillo's questions and stated based on the Professiona l Rules 
of Ethics that govern her role, she cannot give Councilor Jaramillo advice about the lawsuit that she filed and is a 

_dp.resented pariy in. She stated the Court Order states John Abrams is the Mayor Pro Tem for the time being, 

~ Initials Page 1 of7 March 10, 202 1 



( 

assigned and ordered by the court to appoint a Counc ilor. Once that appointment is made, there w ill be four 
Councilors and John Abrams will serve as Mayor Pro Tem until the decis ion is made about John Bassett. 

Councilor Jaramillo asked who Ms. N ixon is representing. 

Attorney Jessica Nixon stated she is here in the capacity of Town Attorney representing the Governing Body. 

Councilor Jaramillo stated since Ms. Nixon is representing the Governing Body, she can g ive advice to all 
Council ors. 

Attorney Jessica Nixon stated she can g ive Counc il advice in term s of how the meeting should be run in 
compliance with the Court Order. She cannot interpret the Court Order or give previous advice outside of this 
meeting . 

Councilor Jaramillo stated that her question related to whether M ayor Pro Tern Abrams w ill be able to vote on this 
action item. 

Attorney Jessica N ixon stated the Attorney General 's Office has interpreted that he does have the right to exercise 
his vote. 

Counc ilor Jaramillo asked if Councilor Abrams can g ive Council a list of the appointees. 

Councilor Abrams stated no. 

Attorney Jessica N ixon stated that by the Judge's order and State Statutes, Mayor Pro Tem Abrams was obligated 
to appoint a nominee w ith Counc il 's advice and consent to fill the Counci I Seat. She stated there is no requireme nt 
that he provide multiple candidates or additional names to Council. 

Councilor Holle stated that Glenn Felton ran for Council in the 20 I 8 Election and came in 3rd
• He is current ly the 

head o f the P lanning and Zoning Commission. He also has served on the Council for the Town of Edgewood in 
the past. 

VOTE: 

MOTION: 

Councilor Abraham voted nay. Councilor Jaramillo voted nay . Councilor Holle voted aye. 
Councilor Abrams voted aye. The motion failed due to lack o f majority. 

Councilor Abrams made the motion to appoint Donzel Wo1t hington to the Town Council of the 
Town of Edgewood. Counc ilor Holle seconded the motion. 

Councilor Holle c larified that Donzel Worthington has served as a Council member for the Town of 
Edgewood. 

Councilor Abrams stated that he has. 

Councilor Jaramillo asked if there was anyone who was aware of Councilor Abrams list of Candidates for a 
Council member. 

Councilor Abrams stated he is aware of his list o f Candidates and that his list could cha nge at any time. 

Councilor Abraham stated that she would once again like to say that she feels like Council has been provided 
vague and general and broad terms which she is interpreting as an attempt to mis lead not only the public but 
herself. 

VOTE: 

L~OTION: 
-~Jn1t1als 

Councilor Abraham voted nay. Councilor Jaramillo voted nay. Councilor Holle voted aye. 
Councilor Abrams voted aye. The motion d ies for lack of maj ority. 

Councilor Abrams made the motion to appoint Jonathan Longoria to the Town Council of the 
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Town of Edgewood. Councilor Holle seconded the motion. 

Councilor Holle asked if Mayor Pro Tem can give Council some background on this candidate. 

Councilor Abrams stated Mr. Longoria is a young man who is currently study ing Political Science. He was born 
and raised and still living in the Town of Edgewood. His ambition is to become a lawyer and get his JD. He is a 
very able candidate. 

Councilor Holle asked the attorney what would happen if Council does no t comply with the Judge's order. 

Attorney Jessica Nixon stated the Governing Body as a whole, was directed to appoint a new Councilor. Several 
appointees have been suggested by Mayor Pro Tem Abrams as directed by the Court. She stated that is a 
reasonable effo11 to comply with the Court order however there is risk of additional legal action if this is not 
complied with. 

Councilor Abraham stated she is not prepared to vote due to the fact that names were not provided beforehand. 

VOTE: Councilor Jaramillo voted nay. Councilor Abraham voted nay. Councilor Ho lle voted aye. 
Councilor Abrams voted aye. T he motion died for lack of a majority. 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Council Meeting Minutes for November 2, 2020 

MOTION: Councilor Abrams made the m otion to approve the Council Meeting Minutes for November 
2nd, 2020. Councilor Holle seconded the motion. 

Councilor Holle asked Legal Counsel for advice on these minutes as they have been on the Consent Agenda 
since November and have not been approved. 

Attorney Jessica Nixon stated the Open Meeting Act requires approval of the minutes of a public meeting . 
Council 's positions regarding the meeting are noted in the minutes and should be approved to ensure 
compliance with the Open Meeting Act. If there are concerns about that meeting, the remedies available under 
the Open M eetings Act is the route to be taken. 

Councilor Jaramillo stated she has heard from other Governmental Attorneys that there are three options when 
it comes to minutes. They can either be approved, disapproved, or amended. She stated she would be open to 
disapproving the minutes. 

VOTE: 

MOTION: 

Councilor Holle voted aye. Councilor Abraham voted nay. Councilor Jaramillo voted nay. 
Councilor Abrams voted aye. The motion died for lack of majority. 

Councilor Abraham made the motion to disapprove them inutes. Counc ilo r Jaramillo seconded 
the motion. 

Counc ilor Abrams stated the Governing Body has already acted on thi s agenda item and therefore the motion 
and second are deemed out of order. 

V. ACTION ITEMS 
A. Public Hearing on Ordinance 202 1-0 I, an Ordinance of the Town of Edgewood authoriz ing the sale of real 

pro pe1ty owned by the Town, which was formerly utilized as the Town Hall, and which is located at 19 11 
Historic Route 66, Edgewood, New Mexico. 

T he Governing Body entertained public comment, specifically on Ordinance 2021-01 , by the following 

residents: 
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Karen Kiser asked the Governing Body why it was never discussed as a Town ifwe really want to sell the 
old Town Hall Building as well as why no other offers have been brought forth . She stated she recommends 
a public sale rather than a private sale. 

Linda Burke informed Council that the building next door to the old Town Hall has been sold and that 
could potentially have an impact on the Town's sale. 

Jerry Powers stated there are other offers that should be considered and w hatever offer is accepted, needs to 
have the maximum benefit to the public. He also stated Council take the Judge's advice and cooperate. 

Martha Eden stated the whole process regarding the sale of Town Hall is broken. She also asked why the 
Town is not looking at the highest offer. 

Phil Anaya asked why the Town is selling the o ld Town Hall if it is a value to the Town. He stated it can be 
leased to generate a monthly source of income for the Town and he believes the sale should be cancelled. 

Sabina Price asked how much the old Town Hall was purchased for and how much the Town is selling it 
for. 

B. Discussion, Consideration, and Action on Ordinance 2021 -01 , an Ordinanceofthe Town of Edgewood 
authorizing the sale of real property owned by the Town, which was formerly utilized as the Town Hall, 
and which is located at 1911 Historic Route 66, Edgewood, New Mex ico. 

MOTION: Councilor Abraham made the motion to reject Ordinance No. 202 1-0 I. 

Councilor Abrams cautioned Councilor Abraham about making a motion in the negative. 

Councilor Jaramillo asked if there will be a legal issue with the motion the way it is currently worded? 

Councilor Abrams stated according to the Governing Body's rules, no, however according to general logic, 
a motion in the negative is sometimes difficult to grasp. 

Councilor Jaramillo asked Councilor Abraham if she is willing to withdraw her motion. 

Councilor Abraham stated no. 

Councilor Jaramillo asked what the proper protocol would be. 

Councilo r Abrams asked Legal Counsel's opinion. 

Attorney Jessica Nixon stated according to traditional Robert's Rules of Procedure, motions should be 
made in the positive. This Governing Body's Operating Procedures do allow for motions in the negative 
however sometime those can get confusing, loose their meaning, and open the case for debate. 

Counci lor Abraham withdrew her motion. 

MOTION: Councilor Holle made the motion to approve Ordinance 2021-0 I. The motion died due 
to lack of a second. Ordinance 202 1-0 I dies. 

C. Discussion, Consideration and Action on Resolution 202 1-2: Open Meetings Act Resolution for the Town of 
Edgewood. 

Counc ilor Abrams stated in the second "Whereas", the word Februaiy needs to be changed to the word 
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MOTION: 
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Councilor Holle made the motion to approve Resolution 2021-02. Councilor Abrams 
seconded the motion. 

Councilor Abraham asked if in page three, paragraph seven, the Governing Body could remove the words 
"you are" and "who" to make the wording sound better. 

Council left for recess at 7:35p.m. 
Council returned from recess at 7:43p.m. 

Councilor Abraham reiterated her amendment for the Governing Body to remove the words "you are" 
and " who" to make the wording sound better in page three, paragraph seven. 

Councilor Holle accepted the amendment. 

MOTION: Councilor Jaramillo made a motion to add to item 2, "A draft agenda will be available to 
the Governing Body one week prior to the meeting." Councilor Abraham seconded the 
motion. 

Councilor Abraham asked when the Operating Resolution will be back. 

Councilor Abrams stated it will be back soon. 

Counc ilor Jaramillo stated having draft agendas could encourage collaboration and asked Councilor 
Abraham and Councilor Abrams how it was like when they were a part of a Governing Body that had 
draft agendas. 

Counc ilor Abraham explained how it worked with draft agendas in the past and stated she liked 
having draft agendas. 

Councilor Abrams stated that it gets ve1y confusing for both the public and the Governing Body. 

VOTE: Councilor Jaramillo voted aye. Counci lor Abraham voted aye. Counci lor Holle voted 
nay. Councilor Abrams voted nay. The motion died for lack of majority. 

VOTE: Councilor Holle voted aye. Councilor Abraham voted aye. Councilor Jaramillo voted aye. 
Councilor Abrams voted aye. The motion carried. 

D. Discussion, Consideration, and Action on changing the j ob description for Library Specialist to Librarian. 

Councilor Abraham asked if the pay code is changing. 

Councilor Abrams stated it is not. 

MOTION: Councilor Abraham made the motion to approve c hanging the job description for Library 
Specia list to Librarian . Councilor Jaramillo seconded the motion. 

Counc ilor Jaramillo asked Councilor Holle if she knew what the purpose of this change was since she has 
experience in the library. 

Counc ilo r Holle stated she does not know. 

C le rk/Treasurer Juan Torres stated the change is solely to put the job d escription in line with what the position 
~ actually does. 
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Councilor Abraham voted aye. Councilor Jaramillo voted aye. Councilor Holle voted aye. 
Councilor Abraham voted aye. The motion carrie d. 

VI. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
A. Public Comment on General Matters 

The Governing Body ente1tained public comment from the fo llowing residents. 
Linda Burke 
Jerry Powers 
Martha Eden 

B. Matters from the Councilors 
a. Councilor Audrey Jaramillo 

Councilor Jaramillo thanked the public for their comments. She commented on filling the 
vacancy on the Governing Body . She stated the issue of the Mayor/Mayor Pro Tem voting 
o r not voting on issues needs to be cleared up. Counc ilor Jaramillo also referenced the 
Judge's order in regard to pa1t icipation, collaboration, and openness. She also asked for a 
special meeting regarding the candidates to fi ll the vacancy on Council. She stated it is an 
impo1tant decision that needs to be carefully made. Next, Councilo r Jaramillo stated she 
was disappointed that draft agendas on Wednesdays were not approved and wants input 
from Council on how everyone can work together to collaborate on agendas. Next, she 
stated she has been trying to get deadlines regarding the transition to Commiss ion-Manager 
form of Government. Lastly, she asked for a special meeting workshop regarding the 
Commission-Manager form of Government transition . 

b. Councilor Sherry Abraham 
Councilor Abraham stated she would like the Town to sta1t advertising for a Parks and Rec 
Director and the Parks and Rec advisory Board. Second, she stated she has been getting a 
lot of complaints regarding Library Curbside Service not opening up, phone calls not being 
returned, and bills not being paid . Next, she stated she was ve1y upset that names of 
candidates for Counc il were not released and apologized to the public. Lastly, she stated 
she would like her agenda item request on Road D ust to be on the first agenda in April. 

c. Councilor Linda Holle 
Councilor Holle stated the Bus Service ran by the NCRTD is up and running. It w ill service 
Edgewood, Moriarty, and there will also be a pickup location in Stanley . She stated more 
info on the service is posted on the Town's website and in the Independent. 

d. Mayor Pro-Tern/Counc ilor John Abrams 
Councilor Abrams stated the Independent is not here streaming the meeting this evening by 
the ir choice. He stated at the last meeting, the live stream on the Town's Facebook page 
had better audio and video, therefore the Town w ill be streaming meetings going forward. 
Second, Counc ilor Abrams mentioned that Manuel Madrid at the Road Depaitment has left 
the Town to return to his hometown of Santa Rosa. He a lso stated the Mid-Region Counc il 
of Governments is offering no-cost small business financ ial tra ining. Information on that 
can be found on the Town's Website. Lastly, he stated there will be a lengthy discuss ion 
and presentation on roads at the next meeting. 

C. Matters from the C lerk/Treasurer 
a. Update for Codification and future amendme nts to Town Ordinances related to 

Commission-Manager form of government. 
C lerk/Treasurer Juan Torres presented the pro posal he received regarding 
codification and stated he is wait ing on two more proposals. He expla ined 
codification and stated it w ill make navigating Ordinances simple for the public. It 
w ill also allow future administrat ions to make changes to O rdinances ve1y easily. 

b. Update on Districting for Commission-Manager form of government. 
C lerk/Treasurer Juan Torres stated that after the E lection, he reached out to other 
municipalities for recommendations on d istric ting and Research and Poling came 
up. He reached out to them in September, and they stated nothing can be done until 
Census data came out. He recently spoke with them aga in, and they stated Census 
data probably won't be out until possibly November. The Town will have to use 
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20 IO Census data for districting however, as soon as 2020 Census data is out, the 
Town will have to redistrict again. 

VII. CALENDAR REVIEW 
A. Next Regular Council Meeting March 24, 2021 

VIII. ADJOURN 

MOTION: 

VOTE: 

Councilor Abraham made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilor Holle seconded 
the motion. 

Councilor Jaramillo voted nay . Councilor Holle voted aye. Councilo r Abraham voted 
aye. Councilor Abrams voted aye. The motion carried. 

Mayor Pro Tem Abrams adjourned the meeting of March I 0,202 1 at 8:53pm. 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 13th day of October 2021. 

ATTEST: 
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